
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES5028 July 22, 2021 
After serving on Senator TESTER’s and 
Governor Bullock’s staff, she went on 
to lead the environmental agency in 
Montana, where she was respected not 
only by conservationists but by ranch-
ers and fossil fuel interests as well. She 
developed a reputation as an honest 
broker, someone who is firm in their 
principles but always willing to try and 
build consensus. 

Yet the members of the Republican 
minority on the committee are trying 
to turn this consensus-driven, well-re-
spected nominee into another partisan 
flashpoint, dredging up a letter she for-
warded while in graduate school and 
claiming it was evidence that she is 
‘‘an echo-terrorist.’’ The claim is just 
as hysterical as it sounds. 

Ms. Stone-Manning has the full sup-
port of the chair of the committee, the 
Senator from West Virginia; Mr. 
TESTER, the Senator from Montana; 
and from me. 

We need someone like Ms. Stone- 
Manning to manage our public lands, a 
staunch advocate for conservation but 
also an honest broker, someone who 
will repair the damage of the last 4 
years and be a faithful steward of 
America’s national treasures, someone 
who understands that conservation pol-
icy has a critical role to play in the 
fight against climate change. Ms. 
Stone-Manning has all of those quali-
ties, and I look forward to moving her 
nomination to the Senate floor. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The clerk will call the roll. 
The assistant bill clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 

I ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Republican leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

IMMIGRATION 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 

with COVID–19 cases ticking up all 
across the country, with some bureau-
crats and elected officials actually 
talking about reimposing various 
measures on the American people, the 
Biden administration continues to let 
illegal immigrants pour across our 
southern border, and reportedly, they 
are considering loosening our border 
security even more. 

Remember when the Biden cam-
paign’s rhetoric and then the Biden ad-
ministration’s early actions led to a 
rush on the border. They tried to wave 
it off as a seasonal, springtime surge, 
but, of course, that wasn’t true. The 
numbers just keep climbing. 

Customs and Border Protection had 
more encounters on the southern bor-

der in June than they had in May, 
nearly 190,000 encounters last month 
alone—the highest number in 21 years. 
Law enforcement is coming across 
huge groups of hundreds of individuals. 
With almost 3 months still remaining 
in fiscal year 2021, CPB has already en-
countered more illegal immigrants 
than it did in the entirety—the en-
tirety—of fiscal 2019, which was, of 
course, before COVID. We have exceed-
ed that total with almost 3 months to 
go. 

The Biden administration claims 
they are addressing the crisis by sim-
ply speeding up the rate at which they 
get migrants out of custody, out of bor-
der facilities, as if simply reducing the 
head count was the goal. Of course, 
that is no solution at all if the individ-
uals are simply being released into the 
interior of our country. 

Ordinarily, legal immigration is part 
of the heart of the United States of 
America, and it always has been, but it 
simply is not a universal human right 
for everybody in the Western Hemi-
sphere who would like a better job or 
to break our rules and turn up at the 
border. No country, none—no country 
in the world—could govern itself that 
way. 

In fact, this ongoing crisis is su-
premely unfair and uncompassionate to 
the men, women, and children whom it 
continues to entice into the scorching 
desert Sun. Border Patrol agents are 
having to double as humanitarian 
workers and EMTs. They rescue people 
who get lost, who are at risk of drown-
ing, who have been simply abandoned 
by smugglers or traffickers. 

Amidst all this, in the thick of this 
crisis, the Biden administration has 
spent weeks flirting with ending its 
title 42 authority, declaring the COVID 
emergency to be finished and over at 
our southern border and letting even 
more people stream across. COVID is 
already on the rise again, the border is 
already in crisis, and the President and 
his team want to end the emergency 
safeguards at our border? Reimpose 
COVID precautions on the American 
people but end the COVID emergency 
for illegal immigrants? How does that 
make any sense? 

Meanwhile, our Democratic friends 
here on Capitol Hill say they want to 
push a massive amnesty plan into the 
reckless taxing-and-spending spree 
they want to pass later this year on a 
party-line vote. As if damaging infla-
tion, soaring costs, lower real wages, 
and more debt were not punishment 
enough for the American people, Demo-
crats also want to stuff a massive am-
nesty plan into their tax-and-spend 
spree. It is like they have systemati-
cally identified the worst idea for 
American families on every single 
issue and set about rolling them into 
one huge, reckless proposal. 

f 

RUSSIA 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
now on a completely different matter, 

last year, on a broad and a bipartisan 
basis, Congress passed sanctions that 
were designed to block Russia from 
completing its Nord Stream 2 pipeline 
project. The Biden administration re-
cently waived those sanctions to allow 
the pipeline to move forward. Now it 
appears the administration has cut a 
deal with Germany that will allow the 
pipeline to become operational. 

The initial press reporting about this 
deal does not inspire confidence that 
this administration is taking the Rus-
sian threat as seriously as it should, 
nor does it indicate that we are stand-
ing with our Ukrainian partners, who 
are struggling to defend themselves 
against Moscow’s aggression. The ad-
ministration appears to have ignored 
the broader implications of the Nord 
Stream 2 project and Russia’s approach 
to Europe writ large. 

Green energy initiatives or promises 
of diplomatic meetings will not address 
the real risks Moscow poses—not even 
close. Just a couple of years ago, Wash-
ington Democrats were absolutely 
melting down over their belief that the 
prior administration was being too soft 
on Russia and leaving Ukraine in the 
lurch. Where is the outrage today? 

For several years there, my col-
leagues across the aisle sounded like 
big-time Russia hawks, so I hope they 
will now join Republicans in pressing 
the administration to explain this curi-
ous decision, to explain how President 
Biden intends to impose meaningful 
costs on Moscow for all its misdeeds at 
the same time they have America 
greasing the skids—greasing the 
skids—for this Putin pipeline. 

f 

IRAQ 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
now on one final matter, next week, 
President Biden is set to meet with 
Prime Minister of Iraq Mustafa al- 
Kadhimi. The meeting comes at an im-
portant moment for our shared efforts 
toward peace and security in Iraq and 
the entire region. 

ISIS has been significantly weakened 
in Iraq and Syria after years of shared 
efforts, but the terrorist organization 
remains a grave threat. And ISIS is far 
from the only threat Iraqis and the 
Iraqi Government are facing. For 
years, Iran has systematically sought 
to undermine Iraq’s sovereignty. Iran’s 
well-armed proxy of militias report to 
Tehran, not Baghdad, but they operate 
inside Iraq. 

These groups have conducted cam-
paigns of intimidation and assassina-
tion against peaceful protesters and 
independent journalists in Iraq, the 
same brutal methods they employ in 
Syria, Lebanon, and in Iran itself. 
These Iranian-backed militias are also 
threatening our own American inter-
ests in Iraq. Iran wants to pick fights 
with a superpower while making the 
nation of Iraq bear the risk. 

The fact is, the United States is in 
Iraq at the invitation of their govern-
ment. We are there to support the 
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Iraqis and to help the Iraqis kill terror-
ists and defend their sovereignty. Our 
presence in Iraq also helps our oper-
ations in Syria against ISIS and al- 
Qaida. 

Again, it is pretty obvious the ter-
rorist threat is not over. Remember, 
the disastrous withdrawal of U.S. 
forces from Afghanistan may not sim-
ply be felt in that country; a Taliban 
victory and resurgence of al-Qaida 
could embolden jihadists all over the 
world, just as the rise of ISIS did in the 
wake of President Obama’s withdrawal 
from Iraq. 

As we watch Afghanistan descend 
into chaos and ISIS continue to lash 
out in Iraq and Syria, now is not the 
time for either the United States or 
Iraq to pretend that our shared mission 
is over. As I have warned again and 
again, terrorists don’t observe our po-
litical timetables. They don’t pack up 
just because we lose faith or lose focus. 

So let’s hope this administration is 
already learning from their mistakes 
in Afghanistan. When the Iraqi Prime 
Minister visits next week, the White 
House should provide strong assurances 
that the United States will stand 
strong with our friends and continue to 
support our partners who are standing 
up to terror and to extremism. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will be in a period of morning 
business, with Senators permitted to 
speak therein for up to 10 minutes 
each. 

The majority whip. 
f 

IMMIGRATION 
Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, 

America is a nation of immigrants. But 
for the Native Americans, the first peo-
ple over here, all of us have come to 
this country in various stages in our 
family life: personally, through our 
parents, grandparents, and beyond. We 
have built, within the confines of our 
Nation, an amazing story to tell the 
world of how such a diverse group of 
people can come together in one place 
and make a nation that has an impact 
on the world itself. That makes it very 
difficult to understand sometimes why 
we struggle so much with the issue of 
immigration. It is so central to who we 
are, what we have done, what we will 
become. Yet, when the conversation 
comes around about immigration pol-
icy, immigration law, we dissemble 
into warring factions and too often get 
little or nothing done. 

The Presiding Officer may be sur-
prised to know that it has been almost 
36 years—36 years—since this Congress 
has passed any meaningful or sub-
stantive immigration law. The last real 
effort was under President Ronald 
Reagan. That is not an indication that 
our immigration system is perfect. It is 
far from perfect. There are many prob-
lems with it, as we look at it in a crit-
ical and important way. 

I look at it from a perspective that 
maybe is different than some. I am the 
son of an immigrant. My mother was 
brought to this country at the age of 2 
from Lithuania, became a naturalized 
citizen, and was very proud of that fact 
and raised her three boys to be proud of 
it as well. 

Just a few steps from this Chamber is 
my office that I have decorated with 
the naturalization certificate of my 
mother right next to my desk, a re-
minder of who I am, where I came 
from, and also a warning to anyone 
coming into the office that this Sen-
ator feels very strongly about the 
issues of immigration. 

Now I have the responsibility, as 
chairman of the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee, to actually deal with the laws 
surrounding immigration. It is not an 
easy assignment. If we have failed for 
36 years to come up with a law, it is be-
cause there are strongly held views on 
both sides. Yesterday was a good illus-
tration of that. 

I called for a hearing with my friend 
and colleague Senator ALEX PADILLA, a 
California Senator, on farm labor, farm 
workers. The reason we wanted to call 
this was because it was not untimely 
that we had received a bill from the 
House of Representatives, which they 
passed on a bipartisan basis, to rewrite 
the laws on farm workers. They did a 
great job. I want to commend them for 
the effort of sending this legislation 
our way, this bipartisan legislation 
with 30 Republicans joining most of the 
House Democrats to enact it in the 
House of Representatives. And now it 
is over on our side of the Rotunda. It is 
a timely and important question. 

We estimate that there are 2.4 mil-
lion farmworkers in the United States 
who plant and pick our crops, milk the 
cows, process the food, and work in 
poultry and meat processing. And with-
out them, these industries would strug-
gle to survive. 

That is not my analysis; it is the 
analysis of the American Farm Bureau 
and many other organizations that rep-
resent agriculture in America. 

Of the 2.4 million farmworkers in the 
United States who pick these crops, 
half of them are undocumented. That 
means that, literally, they work in the 
fields picking the crops that reach our 
tables and they could be deported at 
any minute. 

The bill that came over from the 
House of Representatives addresses 
that. Here is what it says. It says: If 
you can prove that you have worked 
picking crops for at least 10 years—10 
years—and you can pass a criminal 
background check, we will give you the 
opportunity to apply for citizenship. 
But it is not instantaneous. Ten years 
is just the starting point. You then 
have to give us 4 years more of working 
in the fields, and then we will give you 
a green card. And in 5 years more, you 
could be eligible for citizenship. You 
are going to go through all kinds of re-
views and background checks on your 
path to that moment. 

So literally, we are saying to farm 
workers: If you will give us 19 years of 
your life picking our crops, we will give 
you a chance to be a citizen. 

I have just heard that process charac-
terized as amnesty—amnesty. For peo-
ple who are breaking their backs, in 
the sweltering heat of America, with 
the toughest jobs imaginable, spending 
19 years of their life putting food on 
our table and then passing a criminal 
background check, some call amnesty. 
I won’t. 

And if you had listened yesterday to 
the hearing, you would understand why 
even that process, as bipartisan as it 
was in the House, is in a tangle of poli-
tics here on the Senate side. Two 
speeches given by members of the Re-
publican membership of the committee 
really told the story. They started 
talking not about farm workers pick-
ing crops or milking cows or processing 
our food, they started talking about 
terrorists, drug dealers, human traf-
fickers, violent criminals coming 
across our border. 

And they rejected the notion that we 
should give any of them the oppor-
tunity for citizenship at any point. 
They didn’t even read the bill. About 19 
years of hard work in the field before 
you could possibly qualify, they just 
said ‘‘reject it.’’ 

And when I listened to that, I won-
dered what they had for dinner last 
night because it is quite likely that 
whatever they had—whether it was a 
vegan diet or one that included meat or 
other food products—it was on their 
plate because one of these people that 
they have just characterized as a po-
tential terrorist is breaking his back, 
day in and day out, to make sure that 
there is food for every American. 

We heard stories. Linnea Kooistra 
was a dairy farmer in Woodstock, IL. 
She and her husband own a dairy farm. 
That may be one of the hardest assign-
ments in the world. Those cows are 
going to get milked twice a day if you 
are going to make a living, and you 
better be prepared to give time to do it 
every single day, twice a day. She and 
her husband did it for years, won 
awards for their work. 

Now, they have just kind of 
semiretired into row crops, which are 
challenging, too, but not like a dairy 
farm. And she said: You know, the 
thought of our continuing our farm was 
impossible unless we had immigrant 
labor. 

The jobs on their dairy farm are 
tough, demanding jobs. People aren’t 
lining up to apply for those jobs. They 
needed immigrants to make it work, 
and they couldn’t get them. 

There was a fellow that was there 
yesterday—an extraordinary guy, per-
son; I had just met him for the first 
time—and I ran across him by watch-
ing television. I said, yesterday in a 
hearing, that my appetite for tele-
vision starts with the Chicago Bears 
and goes through baseball, a lot of poli-
tics and news, but I never miss, if I can 
help it, the CBS ‘‘Sunday Morning’’ 
show. 
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